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Next Meeting 
 
Date: May 10, 2017 
  
Location:  The Spaghetti Warehouse 
397 West Broad St, Columbus, Ohio 43215                                    
 
Speaker: Allen Bunner – Business 
Development Manager 
Tyco Fire Protection Products 
 
Topic: Electronic Sprinkler 
The hazard level of buildings is constantly 
increasing due to logistical/operational 
demands, aesthetic desires and structural 
innovation.  However, innovation with fire 
sprinkler systems has been incremental and is 
resulting in fire sprinklers being the limiting 
factor for building design and operations. Tyco 
Fire Protection Products embarked in a 
research project to determine the benefits 
provided by include electronics as part of the 
fire sprinkler system. The technology has 
proved to provide benefits in reducing required 
total water supplies as compared with current 
technology, increased speed in sprinkler 
activation and reduction sprinkler activation 
area. The research focused on medium and full 
scale fire testing of cartoned unexpanded 
plastic and exposed expanded plastic. 
 
Time: Registration 11:15 – 11:30 am 
Lunch at 11:30 am 
Program 12:15 pm 
 
Cost: $20.00 (Members) 
$25.00 (Non-members) 
 
Reservations Deadline: Friday May 5  – 4 P.M. 

 
Reminder:  Those who use the “One-Pay” 
option still need to make a reservation. 
 
Contact: Chad Miller 
Chad.miller@comunale.com 
614-338-9812 
 
Reservations must be cancelled within 48 hours, or will be 
billed. 

 
Future Meetings 

 

June 30, 2017- Phil Gentile Golf Outing 
September 18, 2017 – Burn Center Outing 
 
 

6th Annual Phil Gentile Memorial 
Golf Outing 

 
Our 6th annual Phil Gentile Golf Outing will be 
held June 30, 2017 at the Willow Run Golf 
Course in Pataskala, Ohio. 
 
For this outing, everyone plays their own ball.  
(No teams.)  We have lots of prizes and a great 
meal after golf.   
 
Details are included at the end of the Fire 
Bucket.  We hope you can join us for a great 
day of fun.  
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Nighttime fire at Bellagio Hotel in 
Las Vegas was seen from Strip 

Source: CBS News 

 
LAS VEGAS -- More than 70 firefighters 
responded to a fire that broke out on the roof of 
the Bellagio Hotel on the Las Vegas Strip late 
Thursday. 
 
Clark County Deputy Fire Chief told reporters 
the flames were some 30 – 40 feet above hotel 
retail shops.       
 

 

 
Assistant Fire Chief Larry D. Haydu said in the 
statement that the location of the fire made 
access difficult but it was knocked down in 
under an hour. 
 
CBS Las Vegas affiliate KLAS-TV reports wind 
gusts may have reached 30 – 40 mph, also 
making it hard to battle the blaze. 
 
Part of Las Vegas Boulevard remained closed 
early Friday. 
 
No injuries were reported. No guests were 
affected, and no evacuations were needed, 
Sessions said. 
 

The cause was under investigation. 
 

Officials say faulty light fixture 
caused Bellagio fire 

Source: Las Vegas Review-Journal 

 
Updated April 18, 2017 - 4:43 pm 

 

A Thursday night fire at the Bellagio was 
accidental and caused by a faulty light fixture, 
Clark County officials said in a statement 
Tuesday. 
 
The light fixture was on an exterior wall of the 
north retail wing of the building. County Fire 
Chief Greg Cassell said the fixture had “some 
sort of malfunction.” 
 
“The fire at the Bellagio was out in 19 minutes, 
and it was a significant fire,” Cassell said 
Tuesday. “That speaks to the training, the 
dedication, and the execution that our men and 
women put out on a day-to-day basis, but 
especially on a big event like that.” 
 
“Our men and women take a lot of pride in it, 
and I take a lot of pride in them.” 
 
Crews were called to the resort about 10:45 
p.m. Thursday and arrived in roughly five 
minutes. Firefighters initially had difficulties 
reaching the flames burning in flammable 
exterior panels above retail shops on the north 
side of the Bellagio’s famous fountain. 
 
The exterior panels were likely made of a foam-
like plastic building material called Exterior 
Installation and Finish System — EIFS for 
short. It is widely used across the Strip and can 
be highly flammable. The Review-Journal 
reported in 2008 that exterior design work at 
Bellagio, Paris Las Vegas, Excalibur, Treasure 
Island, Caesars Palace and New York-New 
York all include EIFS products, which can be 
molded and sculpted to form many shapes. 
 

 
 

http://www.cbsnews.com/news/nighttime-fire-at-bellagio-hotel-in-las-vegas-was-seen-from-strip/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/nighttime-fire-at-bellagio-hotel-in-las-vegas-was-seen-from-strip/
https://www.reviewjournal.com/local/the-strip/officials-say-faulty-light-fixture-caused-bellagio-fire/
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Cassell said the material is widely used around 
the world and that he was not too worried about 
its flammability. 
 
“Most building materials, when they catch fire, 
they do burn,” he said. 
 
The Bellagio’s interior was not damaged, and 
no injuries were reported. Damage was 
estimated at $450,000. 
 
 

Editor’s Note About EIFS Panels 
 

The Bellagio fire was not the first high profile 
fire involving EIFS panels.  You may recall the 
fire at the Monte Carlo Hotel in Las Vegas in 
2008. 
 

 
 
There was also a large fire at a Dubai high rise 
in 2015. 
 

 
 
 
You can find more information in the Fire 
Bucket from February 2015. 

 
 

Building inspector, code officer 
charged in 4 deaths.  
Times Union - Schenectady 

 
City code enforcement officer Kenneth Tyree 
was supposed to inspect the fire alarm panel at 
104 Jay St., an apartment building across the 
street from City Hall, to make sure it was 
operational. Jason Sacks, the building 
manager, was supposed to make sure it had a 
working fire alarm system and fire doors in its 
hallway stairwells. 
 
Schenectady County District Attorney Robert 
Carney said both men failed at their jobs — 
and, as a result, they recklessly caused the 
deaths of four people in a fire on March 6, 
2015. 
 
Sacks, 39, of Scotia, and Tyree, 53, of 
Schenectady, were charged in a 14-count 
indictment that accused both men of second-
degree manslaughter, criminally negligent 
homicide, reckless endangerment and code 
violations. Tyree, who allegedly lied about a 
prior conviction on his application to work for 
the city, is also accused of making a false 
statement, forgery and filing false paperwork. 
 
Tyree claimed that one day before the fire he 
inspected the alarm system and found it 
operational. But the system was nonfunctional 
from Jan. 22, 2015, to the day of the fire, the 
district attorney said. 
 
"He just didn't do his job," Carney said at a 
news conference in his office, with Fire Chief 
Ray Senecal, police Chief Eric Clifford and 
Brian Mein, resident agent-in-charge for the 
U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives.  
 
Sacks "participated directly in the creation of 
fire-producing conditions," Carney said.  
 
The 2 a.m. blaze killed Harry Simpson, 59; 
Jermaine Allen, 37; Berenices Suarez; and 
Robert Thomas, 31. It forced more than 60 
people from their homes at 104 Jay St. and 
100-102 Jay St., which were later demolished. 
 

http://sfpecoc.webs.com/2015-02%20FIREBUCKET.pdf
http://sfpecoc.webs.com/2015-02%20FIREBUCKET.pdf
https://www-timesunion-com.cdn.ampproject.org/c/www.timesunion.com/local/amp/DA-to-discuss-probe-of-deadly-Schenectady-fire-10971185.php
https://www-timesunion-com.cdn.ampproject.org/c/www.timesunion.com/local/amp/DA-to-discuss-probe-of-deadly-Schenectady-fire-10971185.php
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The fire, ruled accidental, started in a reclining 
chair in Simpson's apartment with an 
unattended cigarette or candle, Carney said, 
"but the reasons these four people perished are 
not accidental."  
 

 
 
 
"We're not saying (Tyree and Sacks) wanted 
these people to die," Carney said, "only that 
they created or allowed to exist a hazardous 
condition which is directly causally related to 
the deaths" in the building. 
 
In 1986, Tyree pleaded guilty to criminal 
possession of a forged instrument in Albany 
County. He was sentenced to 2 to 4 years in 
prison.  
 
Mayor Gary McCarthy said Tyree, who has 
about three years on the job, has been placed 
on unpaid leave and the city will move to fire 
him.  
 
Sacks, who works for Ideal Property Services 
Inc. of Glenville pleaded not guilty at his 
arraignment before Judge Matthew Sypniewski. 
The judge held Sacks, represented by Adam 
Parisi, on $20,000 bail. Tyree, who was being 
held overnight, was expected to be arraigned 
Friday. 
 
The top charge in the indictment, second-
degree manslaughter, carries a maximum 
sentence of 5 to 15 years in prison. 
 
Carney said Tyree "failed in performing the 
most basic duty of code enforcement, to insure 
that this multiple residence had a functional life 

safety component. If he inspected the fire alarm 
panel on (March 5) as he alleges, he would 
have discovered that it was non-operational and 
he failed to take any corrective actions to 
safeguard the building residents." 
 
In June 2015, Sacks told the Times Union 
smoke detectors in the building were working. 
He said code enforcement had inspected the 
building less than a day before the fire.  
 
Lawsuits against the city allege city inspectors 
did not properly scrutinize the buildings, 
sprinklers in the building and fire hydrants 
outside did not work, and 104 Jay St. was 
poorly maintained.  
 
Carney, who empaneled a grand jury in 
October on the case, said more than 60 
witnesses testified over 23 days. Carney said 
Tyree is charged with violating city codes 
because he failed to order a fire watch or to 
evacuate the building when he knew it was 
without a working fire safety system. He said 
Tyree is charged with making a punishable 
false statement because he told police in a 
written statement the fire alarm system was 
operational when he inspected it. 
 
Sacks and the owner of the building, Brooklyn 
Corp., were responsible for ensuring it complied 
with codes. But Carney said Sacks had day-to-
day control over the building. 
 
"The conditions in the building created the risk 
of a fire, fed the rapid spread of the fire and 
deprived tenants of early warning, thus greatly 
escalating the risks to trapped victims," Carney 
said. "It was reasonably foreseeable that the 
creation and continuance of these dangerous 
conditions presented a substantial and 
unjustifiable risk of death and injury." 
 
Sacks was charged with violating four city 
codes: He allegedly failed to maintain the fire 
alarm system in an operative condition; 
tampered with the detection and alarm system; 
canceled a system monitoring service in 
October 2014, then failed to provide a 
substitute; and failed to maintain the building 
with fire doors in hallway stairwells.  
 



     May 2017 

5 
 

"There were endemic problems in that building 
for a long time," Carney said. "The other major 
problem that accelerated the spread of that fire 
was the lack of fire doors on the stairwells, so 
the fire easily climbed to the top floor from the 
fourth floor to the fifth floor. If there had been 
basic fire doors, that would have slowed down 
the spread of that fire considerably." 
 
The late Eric Shilling, who was city building 
inspector, testified before the grand jury. He 
was expected to testify again when he took his 
own life on Feb. 10, his girlfriend, Lauren 
Cavanaugh, and friends told the Times Union 
last month. 
 
After Shilling's death, City Council President 
Leesa Perazzo said Shilling was being 
excluded from city business, including meetings 
that directly affected his department. 
 
McCarthy has denied assertions that Shilling 
was being bullied by high-ranking members of 
his administration.  
 
Carney said Wednesday: "Mr. Shilling was 
never a target of a criminal investigation or a 
criminal prosecution. And what I can also tell 
you is that he was aware that was his status, as 
far as we are concerned." 
 
 

Construction Concerns: 
Penetrations of Rated Wall and 

Floor Assemblies 
Source: FireEngineering 

 

Building and fire codes require the construction 
of some interior walls and floor-ceiling 
assemblies to resist the passage of fire for a 
certain length of time, usually expressed in 
hours. These rated assemblies usually separate 
rooms, apartments, means of egress (including 
exit corridors and stairways), and the different 
levels (floors) of the building. The resistance of 
the assembly to the passage of fire is rated in 
hours, and is determined from tests like ASTM 
E-119 (also listed as National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA) 251, Standard Methods of 
Tests of Fire Resistance of Building 
Construction and Materials, through the 2006 

edition), which uses a fire of increasing 
temperature over time as shown in the Time-
Temperature Curve, Figure 4.1.1, in NFPA 
251—2006. 
 
A building’s utilities--including heating, 
ventilation, air conditioning, electrical, plumbing, 
fire protection, data, and communications--
rarely originate and terminate in the same fire-
rated compartment; but usually pass from 
compartment to compartment, penetrating both 
rated and non-rated partitions and floor-ceiling 
assemblies. 
 

 
 
The method of preventing the passage of fire 
and products of combustion around and 
through pipes, electrical conduits, ducts, and 
cables is usually determined in new 
construction and remodeling by the architect 
and fire protection engineer, based on building, 
fire, and NFPA 101 Life Safety Code 
requirements. Usually, they select tested and 
approved methods and materials from the UL 
Certifications Directory, available online at 
http://database.ul.com/cgi-
bin/XYV/template/LISEXT/1FRAME/fireressrch.
html . During repairs and building and systems 
maintenance, the Authorities Having 
Jurisdiction (AHJ) expect that the same level of 
protection will be maintained as in the original 
construction. 
 
Read More… 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.fireengineering.com/articles/2016/12/building-construction-penetrations.html
http://www.fireengineering.com/articles/2016/12/building-construction-penetrations.html
http://database.ul.com/cgi-bin/XYV/template/LISEXT/1FRAME/fireressrch.html
http://database.ul.com/cgi-bin/XYV/template/LISEXT/1FRAME/fireressrch.html
http://database.ul.com/cgi-bin/XYV/template/LISEXT/1FRAME/fireressrch.html
http://www.fireengineering.com/articles/2016/12/building-construction-penetrations.html
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Atlanta I-85 Fire 
Source: Various internet reports 

 

You may have seen the large fire under I-85 in 
Atlanta back in early April.  The fire caused 
structural damage to the bridge and has closed 
down I-85. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Thanks to Google Street view, you can see the 
storage that was kept under the bridge. 
 

 

 
It is reported that the fire was started by a 
homeless man living under the bridge.  Below is 
a picture of the fire in the early stages.  
 
 

 
 
 
For more information Click Here 

 

SFPE Job Board 
http://jobs.sfpe.org/ 

 
The Society of Fire Protection Engineers and 
Fire Protection Engineering magazine are 
pleased to offer an Internet Job Board site 
featuring career opportunities in fire protection 
engineering. http://jobs.sfpe.org/ is designed for 
communicating the availability of employment 
opportunities in the fire protection engineering 
market. This special job board is ideal both for 
those seeking to fill positions and those looking 
for employment opportunities in fire protection 
engineering.  

   
Whether you’re looking to make a career move, 
or you need to fill a fire protection engineer 
opening, http://jobs.sfpe.org/ is just a click 
away! 
 

Join the National Society of Fire 

Protection Engineers 

The Society of Fire 
Protection Engineers (SFPE) 
is the professional 

http://www.wsbtv.com/news/local/atlanta/woman-who-was-with-man-accused-of-setting-i-85-fire-i-have-no-reason-to-lie/508742874
http://jobs.sfpe.org/
http://jobs.sfpe.org/
http://jobs.sfpe.org/
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organization that represents fire protection 
engineers worldwide. Through its membership 
of over 5,000 professionals and 63 chapters, 
SFPE advances the science and practice of fire 
protection engineering internationally.  

For more information, visit 
http://www.sfpe.org/GetInvolved/Membership/J
oin.aspx.  

 
Web Links 

 

SFPE Central Ohio Chapter 
www.sfpecoc.webs.com  
 
Society of Fire Protection Engineers 
(National) www.sfpe.org 
 
American Fire Sprinkler Association 
www.firesprinkler.org 
 
ICC Website 
www.iccsafe.org 
 
National Fire Sprinkler Association 
www.nfsa.org 
 
N.I.C.E.T. 
www.nicet.org 
 
Ohio State Fire Marshal 
www.com.state.oh.us/sfm 
 
OSU Fire Safety Website 
www.firesafety.osu.edu 
 
Underwriters Laboratories 
www.UL.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SFPE Central Ohio Chapter 
Officers 

 
Ryan Oyster - President, Simplex-Grinnell 
Phone: 614-602-2000 
E-mail: royster@simplexgrinnell.com 
 

Chad Miller – Vice President, S.A. Comunale, 
Phone: 614-291-7001 
E-mail: Chad.Miller@comunale.com 
 

John Falk - Treasurer 
Phone: 614-794-0461  
E-Mail: jcf_sr@yahoo.com 
 
Jen Haugh – Secretary, Capital Fire Protection 
Phone: 614-279-9448 
E-Mail: jen.haugh@sbcglobal.net 
 

DIRECTORS 
 
Dave Zink – Past President, Koorsen Fire & 
Security Phone: 614-989-4514.   
E-Mail: david.zink@koorsen.com  
 
Mark Bowman – Board Member - XL GAPS 
Phone: 614-751-5049,  
E-Mail: mark.bowman@xlgroup.com 
 
Jim DiMarzo - Board Member, Industrial Sales 
Co. Phone: 614-882-1916,  
E-Mail: jdimarzo@industrialsalesco.com 
 
Mike Lyons – Board Member, Double Eight Fire 
Protection, Phone: 614-207-7590 
E-mail: Mike Lyons mlyons@d8fire.com 
 
Carl Sellke – Board Member, Industrial Sales 
Co.  Phone: 614-882-1916 
E-Mail: csellke@industrialsalesco.com 
 
Bruce Larcomb - Director Emeritus 

E-Mail: blarcomb@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

The FIRE BUCKET is published as a free forum for its 

members. Opinions expressed herein do not necessarily reflect 

those of the Society of Fire Protection Engineers, Central Ohio 

Chapter, or its Editor. 

 

http://link.fpemag.com/u.d?BYGr0E0pvsSpWIcAclVwa=1081
http://link.fpemag.com/u.d?BYGr0E0pvsSpWIcAclVwa=1081
www.sfpecoc.webs.com
http://www.sfpe.org/
http://www.firesprinkler.org/
http://www.iccsafe.org/
http://www.nfsa.org/
http://www.nicet.org/
http://www.firesafety.osu.edu/
http://www.ul.com/
mailto:royster@simplexgrinnell.com
mailto:Chad.Miller@comunale.com
mailto:jcf_sr@yahoo.com
mailto:jen.haugh@sbcglobal.net
mailto:david.zink@koorsen.com
mailto:mark.bowman@xlgroup.com
mailto:jdimarzo@industrialsalesco.com
mailto:mlyons@d8fire.com
mailto:csellke@industrialsalesco.com
mailto:blarcomb@gmail.com
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SFPE - Phil Gentile 
 Memorial Golf Outing 

Friday, June 30 2017 
 

Willow Run Golf Course 
Route 310 & Route 161 

Alexandria, OH   (740) 927-1932 
 

Golf & ½ Cart & Dinner - $ 60.00 
Dinner Only - $25.00 

Hole Sponsor - $50.00 
Pre-payment is requested 

 
Register: 8:30 am             Tee off: 9:00 am             Lunch: Included – At the turn              Dinner: 2:30 pm 

 
Dinner includes:  N.Y. strip steak, potato, salad, rolls and butter, soft drinks and beer.  
 
Lunch includes a hot dog or brat, chips and a drink.  Sponsored by  

 
Phil Gentile was one of our most active members of SFPE and Chairman of the SFPE 
Golf outing since 1990.  Phil passed away in 2011. Although not an avid golfer, Phil 
really enjoyed the golf outings and would strive to make sure everyone had a good 
time.  In 2011, we renamed the SFPE golf outing in his honor.  Please join us for a 
day of fun and to honor Phil’s legacy.  

 
All corporate and individual donations of door prizes are greatly appreciated. Or 
sponsor a hole and will put your company name and logo on a sign on the tee.  
 
Please make reservations by June 23, 2017 
Send reservations to: Mark Bowman 

13467 Chevington Dr 
Pickerington, OH 43147 
614-751-5049 
E-mail: mark.bowman@xlgroup.com 

 

Name: _____________________________________ Phone No.: ______________________________ 

Company: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Members of foursome: _______________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Golf & Dinner - $60: 
  

Dinner Only - $25: 
  

Refreshment Sponsor - $100: 
  

Hole Sponsor - $50: 
  

Total Enclosed $ 
  

 
“Credit cards can now be accepted“ 

Register as a single and we will pair you up to make a foursome at the course. 

Reservations must be cancelled within 48 hours, or they will be billed. 

mailto:mark.bowman@xlgroup.com

